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Stcps of [ aith

It was in the year 1985 that my favorite movie Ibtisne came out into the theaters. It was callBdc¢k
to the Future” and it starred Michael J. Fox. bwst a teenager when | saw it and it was furotsee movies
with my friends. The story of this movie was baifbound a young man who traveled back in time 30s/and
it was full of fun and adventure as he exploredpaigents youth and then had to find a way to gek lo&o his
time. A few years later they came out with par o¥ this adventure, only this time he travelea itite future
to the year 2015 and he was able to see what thd ieoked like. It was so impressive to watchryoae
traveling around in flying cars and all the oth@ngs that the future might hold. | knew back titemas just a
movie however for a young man the future seemegdiich a long way off that anything could be pdssib

That is why I can hardly believe that we are alyeaglebrating 2014 and | trust that this is goindpé
an incredible year for each of us as we pursuesGeidl: | am much older today than | was wherrsffisat in
that movie theater wide eyed and eating popcorrdainéting coca cola all those years ago. The fusgemed
so amazing and as if it was all going to happewrlysthe world would have flying cars in every pen’s drive
way and everyone would be happy.

All of these years have snuck by quickly and slienHour after hours and day after day have slippe
by and all of a sudden I am in the future and veondering where my flying car is. My car doeslytfut
wow, time really does fly. If you asked me bac&rithow long it would take for this year to arriveduld have
told you it will take forever and it sure came adaicker than | expected. They told me that yeayald
eventually go by me fast but | see that to be trm&. | had expected the future to be differentmvhgot here.

When | was young in the faith of serving God | liael same opinions about my future. | had dreams
and desires to change the world and | knew thatl@aaddesires for His blessings in my life. | expdc
prosperity to be over abundant and for supernaaxriences to be plenteous and | had an ided thast
waited until the future showed up then all of theagness of God would be there. One day | wilehav
everything God has promised and | will be completede of all weaknesses.

For many years | had this idealistic view of howtlfavas suppose to operate in my life. | wouldelns
to incredible testimonies of victories from a feaople and of how God showed up and rescued themtfreir
death bed experiences. | would also hear preatidl&rabout the goodness of God and | would gettedci
about all the wonderful things my future had for. miden after a while of living life | began to aSlod where
it was. My focus was in the wrong place.

Where is my abundance of finances and my dreambky h&ven’t they arrived yet? Many people have
these types of questions when it comes to unansvpeegers and like | was, discouraged in my hope of
victory. Many times when we look at faith and aswered prayers we place our hope in the future.pW our
victory as a dramatic conclusion in a Hollywood neowhere God comes in at the last moment and eviagyt
comes into place. This type of believing only tesadiscouragement instead of encouraging us that@ly
is involved with us.



God's heart with us and with our needs is to watk ws each day and when we look way off into the
future we might miss what amazing things are hapyemght in front of us. It says ipsalm 50:15, Call
upon Mein theday of trouble; | will deliver you, and you shall glorify Me.” When we call upon God it is in
that exact moment that He gets involved and | w@eincourage you today to remind yourself to lookaav
God is with you each day and not just in the future

| had a man come up to me with a testimony of difgaHe said that he had a cyst in his back tizak
bothered him for over thirty years. He shared withthat in a service he had received prayer @feagent that
the cyst was dead. The next day he woke up amdststill there and it was also beginning to oozepuiss.
He said that he and his wife would confess evepwvdaat was prayed for, that that cyst was dead.

Now, here is the strength of his testimony, ihiatthe held on to that truth of God’s Word everutito
the situation didn't change the exact moment tieyt prayed. Too many people give up instead ohgdbat
at that moment of prayer God jumped right intortisgicumstances. This man had his hope in the ptte
and God's Word was true and in one year and siximancame to pass. He said that the cyst hadslo
shrunk until it completely disappeared. What | wasito realize today is that Faith is not aboutesehere in
the future it is about right now, it is about dayday relationship with our Heavenly Father. Godlready
involved in every prayer that you ever prayed arddin the middle of your life at this very momeamid not
just in the future. It is so important that we arstand that walking in faith involves every day atep by step.

Matt 6:9-11 ‘1n this manner, therefore, pray: Our Father in heaven, Hallowed be Your name. Your
kingdom come. Your will be done On earth asit isin heaven. Give usthisday our daily bread.” It is clear that
even in our prayer the Lord wants us to see howlésires to be involved not just in the miracleibutur
everyday life to get us to that miracle. God lot@be involved with us every single moment not jughe
finish and when we are discouraged. It is impdrfanus to remember that God is with you right now

God is there with us when we are going througlptioeess of growing into holiness and love and gyin
to overcome our weaknesses. Maybe you do reatid god then have a bad moment and maybe fas. irit i
these moments that if we are looking in the wrolage you might say, “Where is my victory?” and fiied
you are a failure. However, if we put our focustia truth then even in our struggles we can sa&eGbd is
right there with us. In fact God wants to be inemwith our every step, look at Psalm 37:Z8e steps of a
good man are ordered by the Lord, And He delights in his way.”

| am expecting this next year to be a great onen@rand for you! As we stand and believe for
incredible things let’s not place our eyes on y@atke future for a dramatic rescue from God btisllook to
how He is with us each step of the way, every sinlgly, on a path to our victories. You are nobalbecause
God is with you right now and every step that yaketthis year He is with you.
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